Synagogue on the Faſt· Day ; pointed, LA 774 
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my Sermon. THE indiſpenſable duty incumbent 

on every Iſraelite en on the ſtipulated times 

is one of the chiefeſt parts of our religion, as the 

moſt acceptable ſervice, ſuperior to thoſe ſacri- 

fices that in ancient times we uſed to offer in our 

Temple; as prayer is the means by which a man 

expreſſes his belief, and adores the Omnipotent 

Gov, who created the Univerſe, and with his 
Providence preſerves the ſame ; it is a ſtron 
pillar. that ſupports a man's hope in the mo 

perilous times ; and laſtly, it is the beſt advo- 

cate that procures for a ſinner a pardon of his 

fins, reſtoring him to the Divine Favour. I there- 

fore conſidered it a proper ſubject for the ſolem- 

nity of the day, to expound ſome of the chiefeſt 

_ circumſtances and pure intentions that ought to 

attend us when employed in this ſervice. I am 

ſenſible that the Sermon is not embelliſhed with 

tte lofty terms of eloquence, nor the ſublime 

thoughts of refined ideas ; but I hope the im- 

portance of the ſubje& will, ſupply that deficien- 

cy, eſpecially as prayer is a general duty incum- 

bent on every individual ; the diſcourſe that is 

intended to enforce the obſervance thereof ought 

to be in a plain intelligible ſtyle, adapted to every 

genius. I have here laid before you, Gentle- 

men, as prudent Rulers of our Congregation, 

whom I hold in the moſt profound reſpet and 

veneration, and to whom I think myſelf account- 

able for my proceedings, my reaſons for preach- 


ing 


DEDICATION. 4 
ing the faid Sermon ; if it made any impreſſion 
on the minds of the audience, I ſhall think my- 
ſelf very happy, but if otherwiſe, hope to have 
ſome merit tor the good intention that attended 
me. And fince this occafion preſents me with an 
opportunity of eee you, I cannot, omit 
(though at the expence of your fingular modeſty) 
mentioning the general applauſe our Congrega- 
tion renders you for your juſt management, inde- 
. fatigable and aſſiduous attention to the affairs 
of our Synagogue. I therefore implore the Di- 
'vine Majeſty to bleſs you with happineſs, health, 
and proſperity, and that you may have frequent 
occafions to employ yourſelves in diſcharging 
ſuch meritorious truſts. This is the fincere and 
"moſt affectionate with of, * 55 
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Lord, we beſcech thee put us not to ſhame. O 
Lord, let us not return empty from thy preſence; 


After the Afternoon Service followed theſe Prayers. 


E are come to implore thy favour, O Gop, 
let mercy and truth precede thy wrath. O0 


but forgive us,and ſend us pardon and mercy from 
thine habitation. 


We are come to beg of thee, O moſt awful and 


powerful Gop, an expiation of our fins, as thou 


art the only refuge in time of trouble; reſtore us, 


and have mercy on us, who call on thy name; 
| pardon us, and ſend us ſalvation and mercy from 


thine habitation. 
A Prayer of David. 
Palm 17. 1. HEAR the right, O Lord, 
3 attend unto my cry, give 


ear unto my prayer that goeth 
not out of feigned lips. 


1 6. I have called upon thee; for thou 


wilt hear me, O Gop: Incline 


thine ear unto me, and hear m 
ſpeec Js | f 
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Plalm 18. 2. The Lord is my rock, and my 
fortreſs, and 6. dcliverer; my 
(Gov, my 3 in whom 1 
Is will truſt; my buckler, and the 
PR YR | horn of my falvation, and my 
high tower. 

3. J will call upon the Lord, who 
is worthy to be praiſed; ſo ſhall 
l be ſaved from mine enemies. 
4. Thou art my king, O Gop ; com- 

mand deliverances for Jacob. 
6. For I will not truſt in my 
ghnheither ſhall my ſword fave me. 
7. But thou haſt ſaved us from our 
ee.nemiee, and haſt put them to 
"i '  * ſhame that hated us. 
— 33. 16. There is no king ſaved by the 
multitude of an Hoſt: A migh- 


1 may * delivered by much 
re 


— 51. 17. The nnn 
ken ſpirit: A broken and a con- 
"trite heart, O Gop, thou wilt 
x not deſpiſe. 
— 32. S. kachpanledgedrapin ade bent 
| and mine iniquity have. I not 
hi: I fd. E will confeſs my 
tranſgreſſions unto the Lord; 
aud thou forgaveſt the iniquity 
of my fig, Selah. 
I 4. He 
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1. He that dwelleth in the ſecret 
place of the Moſt High hall 
abide under the ſhadow of the 
_ Almighty. 
2. I will fay of the Lord, he is my 
oy 0 and my fortreſs; my 
God, in will I truit. 

3. Surely he ſhM} deliver thee from 
the ſnare of the fowler, and 
from the noiſome peſtilence. 

4. He ſhall cover thee with his fea- 
thers, and under his wings ſhalt 
thou truſt : His truth ſhall be 
thy ſhield and buckler. | 

7. Thou art my hiding place, thou 
ſhalt preſerve me Tan trouble ; 
.thou ſhalt * $ me about 
with ſongs deliverance. 
Selah. 


. 15. My times are | in thy hand: De- 


liver me from the "hand of mine 
enemies, and from them that 
perſecute me. 
6. Thou wilt prolong the King's 
life; and his years as many 
: nerations. 
9. Save thy people, and bleſs thine 
inheritance; feed them alſo, 


and lift them up for ever. 
11. The 
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Pfalm 29. 11. The Lord will give ſtrength unto 
his people; the Lord will bleſs 


=» 


his people with peace. 


| O SUPREME Gop of the univerſe, and Lord 


of Lords; thou art the only Gop who alone 


doſt wonders; thy kingdom 4s an everlaſting. 
kingdom, and thy dominion endureth through- 


* 


out all generations. Thou art all wiſe and all. 


keſt it away, exalteſt and bringeſt low. We 
arc ſenſible, that it is not by ſtrength that man 


prevaileth, nor is the victory obtained by the vali- 
ant only; but it is thy right-hand, O Lord, which 


exalteth, thy right-hand, O. Lord, that aſſiſteth 
the valiant: Therefore, we thy ſervants implore 
thee this day in behalf of our Sovereign Lord 


King GEORGE, againſt thoſe American Provin- 


ces that have rebelled againſt their lawful Prince, 


and withdrawn their allegiance from his Govern-" 


ment, and the conſtitutton of theſe kingdoms. 
We enireat thee, O Lord,tohearken to our voice, 
and let thine ears be attentive to the cry of our 


tupplications, Help us, O Lord, for the ſake. 


of the glory of thy name; deſpiſe us not in our 
affliction, in which we offer to thee our prayers, 


but ſhew us thy + mercy,” O Lord, and grant us 


thy ſalvation; for thou art a gracious Gop, and 
| . merciful, 


? 


powerful, whoſe Providence regardcth the ways 
of mankind. Thou, O Lord, giveſt life, and ta- 
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merciful,ſlow to anger, and of great kindneſs and 
truth; favour = King with a token for good, 
and look on him from thine holy habitation from 
heaven; extend to him thy divine aſſiſtance, to 
free and deliver him from all dangers and perils; 
and grant, O Lord, to all his Counſellors and 
Miniſters, a ſpirit of wiſdom and underſtanding, 
the ſpirit 9 and might; defend, ſave, 
and proſper all the captains of his hoſts, his ſol- 
diers and mariners, that all the people may know, 
that the event of the war does not depend on the 
dexterity of the ſword and ſpear, but the victory, 
O Lord, is from thee; and then the glory will be 
attributed only to thee, O Lord, and thy praiſe 
will be proclaimed in the moſt remote iſlands. 
Therefore, be thou unto us, O Lord, as a ſtrong 
rock, and under the ſhadow of thy wings protect 
us; take hold of the ſhield and buckler, and 
ſtand up in our help, that thoſe, who without a 
juſt cauſe ſeek our hurt, may return back and be 
brought to ſhame; and we will rejoice with the 
Lord, and be glad with the Gop of our ſalvation. 
May this be thy will, O Lord, and let us all fay 
Amen. ö | 
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C20. } 
A Pſalm of David, Pſalm 27. 


5 HE Lord is my light, and my ſalvation, 


whom ſhall | fear? The Lord is the 
ſtrength of my life, of whom ſhall I be afraid ? 


2, When the wicked, even mine enemies 


and my foes came upon me to eat up my fleſh, 


they ſtumbled and fell. | 
3. Though an hoſt ſhould encamp againſt 
me, my heart ſhall not fear: Though, war ſhould 
riſe againſt me, in this will I be confident, 
4. One thing have I defired of the Lord, 
that will I ſcek after; that I may dwell in 
the houſe of the Lord all the days of my liſe, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to en- 
quire in his temple. 
. For in the time of trouble he ſhall hide me 
in bis pavillion: In the ſecret of his tabernacle 
thall he hide me, he ſhall ſet me up upon a rock. 
6. And now fhall mine head be lifted up 
above mine encmies round about me: There- 
fore wilt 1 offer in his tabernacle ſacrifices of 


joy, I will ſing, yea, I will fing praiſes unto the 


Lord. | 

7. Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice: 

ave mercy alſo upon, me, and aniwer me. 

8. When thou ſaidſt, Seek ye my face; my 
heart faid unto thee, thy face, Lord, will I 
ſeek. . 

9. Hide 
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9. Hide not thy face far: from me, put not 
thy ſervant away in anger; thou haſt been my 
help, leave me not, neither forſake me, O Gop 
of my ſalvation. 

10; When my father and my mother forſake 
me, then the Lord will take me up. 

11.” Teach me thy way, O Lorg, and lead me 
in a _ ath, becauſe of mine enemies. 

Deliver me not over unto the will of mine 
enemies: For falſe witneſſes are riſen up againſt 
15 and ſuch as breathe out cruelty. 

I had fainted, unleſs I had believed to ſee 
ths goodneſs of the Lord in the land of the 
3 

Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, 
* 5 ſball ſtrengthen thine heart: Wait, I aid 


on the Lord. 
Pſalm 46. 


To the Chief Muſician for the Sons of Korah, a 
Song upon Alamoth, 


I. OD is our refuge and ſtrength, a ve 
G preſent help in 3 ; 1 

2; Therefore will not we fear, though the 
earth be removed, and though the mountains be 
carried into the midſt of the ſea. . | 
2. Though the waters thereof roar, and be 
troubled, though the mountains ſhake with the 
ſwelling 8 Selah. 

6 4. There 
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4. There is a river, the ſtreams whereof ſhall 
make glad the city of Gop; the holy place of 
the tabernacles of the Moſt High. 

5. Gop is in the midſt of her; ſhe ſhall not 
be moved: Gop ſhall help her, and that right 
_ early. 

"4 The heathen. raged, the kingdoms were mo- 
ved: He uttered his voice, the earth melted. | 

7. The Lord of hoſts is with us, the Gop of 
Jacob is our refuge. Selah. 

8. Come, behold the works of the Lord, what. 
deſolations he hath made in the earth. 

9. He maketh wars to ceaſe unto the end of 
the earth, he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the 
ſpear in ſunder, he burneth the chariot in the 
fire. | 
10. Beſtill, and know that I am Gop: I will 
be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted. 
in the earth. 4 at: 

11. The Lord of hoſts is with us, the Gop: 
of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. | 


O GREAT and powerful Gop, who art a rock. 
of deliverance and tower of defence, a re- 
fuge in time of trouble, who obſerveſt all the ac- 
tions of mankind, from the poor that are as low 
as the duſt to the mighty princes in the height 
of their dignity, it is to thee, O Lord, only that 
all. praiſe is due for thy incomparable works, 
K* | which 
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which are obſerved- and contemplated by thaſe 


pious men who approach the gates of thy mercy, 
8 themſelves weak and deſtitute. 
O merciful father, we beſeech thee, diſpoſe the 
hearts of thy children, who offer their prayers 
-unto thee, which we entreat thee may be accepted. 
Dowonders in our behalf according to the abund- 
ance of thy merey, O Lord, who art the deli- 
verer of thoſe that put their truſt in thee. For thy 
lory's ſake, OGon, go forth with our hoſts, an 
bel thoſe who fight our battles, alſo thoſe wh 
defend our cities and fortreſſes, likewiſe the ſqua- 
drons of men of war that ſcour the ſeas; pro- 
- tet them with thy infinite power, and be their 
defence and ſhield: .. O Lord, direct them with 
thy countenance, that they may be exalted 
through the means of thy judgment. As thou 
art the glory of their might, grant us thy help 
againſt our / adverſaries, as thou, O Lord, art in- 
finitely good. Thou, who always waſt the, ſhield 
of our anceſtors, afſiſt us alſo with thy mighty 
_ power, as thou only art the victor of the battle; 
riſe up in our help to deliver us from our enemies 
and foes, for which we will praiſe thy name all 
the day, putting our truſt therein. O Lord, have 
mercy on us, as we truſt only on thee: Thou 
omnipotent and much feared God, exalt us by 
the light of thy countenance; thou, who alone 
.doſt wonders, grant us our requeſt, for thy 
n 3 
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none that can be compared unto thee; therefore,, 
for thy mercy's ſake, raiſe us by means of thy 
ſalvation, as thou art our ſhicld; and thoſe who 
truſt in thee ſhall continually fing praiſes to thy 
name. Anſwer us, O merciful father, anſwer us. 
cur petitions. 


O God, who art flow to anger, but of infinite 
mercy and goodneſs, the true origin of all hap- 
W f aſſiſt our Sovereign Lord King GEORGE: 
with thy divine providence, who always protect- 
ed and favoured us; grant, O Lord, that his dig- 
nity may be exalted, and his kingdoms may c 
raiſed in ſplendor, that his ſtandard may be ſub- 
limed with trophies of victory, as a pious prince 
endued with thy grace; may all his diſpoſitions. 
be crowned with ſucceſs; may he be ſaved and 
freed from all dangers, perils and troubles; may 
he triumph. over thoſe enemies that conſpired 
againſt him; may all the devices and deſigns of 
his enemies be fruſtrated, and may they be ſcat- 
tered and ſpread abroad by the ſtorm ok... thy 
wrath, and the blaſt of thy indignation. O Lord 
of ſalvation, ſend His Majeſty thy immediate 
Help, and turn the minds of thoſe that rebelled 
againſt his Government, that they may return to 
their allegiance, and may they be admitted on 
equitable terms of peace, 'who roſe up in 
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ams againſt his crown and dignity; may virtue 
flouriſh in his days, with an increaſe of peace and 


tranquillity; may his life be 5 to a very 


late period; and be thou, O God, his ſafeguard 
agiinſt his enemies, and grant him the victory 
over them; ſo ſhall our king rejoice, and be- 
come very glad with thy ſalvation: Bleſs, 
O Lord, is ſubſtance, and accept the work of 
His hands; deliver him from the contentions of 
other powers, and make him the head of nations; 
that his glory may be increafed by thy ſalvation, 
and that he may be endued with honour and ma- 
jeſty: For the king truſteth in the Lord, and, 
through the mercy of the Moſt High, he ſhall 


not be moved, 


4 


Our God that reſideth in heaven, grant peace in 


Our Gop that reſideth in heaven, grant peace in 
'thefe kingdoms. 

Our Gop that reſideth in heaven, grant plenty in 
the world. 4 FLY 

Our Gop that reſideth in heaven, accept our 
Prayers, as ĩincenſe offered before thee, - Pſalm 
441, Verſe 2. 
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Pfalm 79. 13. CO ve, thy people, and ſheep 
i a 8 of thy altre, will give thee 
6 thanks for ever: We will ſhew 
. forth thy praiſe to all genera- 

ö , oe OE RY 
—— 29. 11. The Lord will give ſtrength un- 
co his people; the Lord will 

© © bleſs his people with peace. 


Viere followed the Sermon 


To the. chief. Mufician un Neginath, a Pſalm or 
r 
OD be merciful unto us, and bleſs us; 
and cauſe his face to ſhine upon us. 
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Selah, ooh. Wie % ot 
2. That thy way may be known upon. earth, 
thy ſaving health among all nations; * 

3. Let the people praiſe thee, O Gop; let all: 
the people praiſe thee. ; 

4. O let the nations be glad and fing for joy; 
for thou ſhalt judge the people righteouſly, and 
govern the nations upon earth. Selah... 


F 
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**. 1 
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5. Let the people praiſe thee, O Gon; let all 


the people praiſc thee.. 
LS 6. Then 
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( xxx ) 
6. Then be b 


| . Gov; even our own Gop, ſhall bleſs us. 
7. Gop ſhall bleſs us, and all the ends of the 
earth ſhall fear him. \ 


The Service was bet with the Prayer fer 
the King and — Family, conſtantly uſed on 
Sabbath and Feſtival Days. 


; 


N. B. One of the many Beauties peculiar to the He- 
brew language is, the ma e e phraſes it 
has to expreſs an idea, which, when rendered into 
Engliſh, appears a uſeleſs duplication, but in the 


Original it is efteered ſublime eloquence ; ſo the 
T, ranflation unavoidably 22 * 4 
# . * * 8. 
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Let us lift up our heart, with aur hands unto G 
in the Heavens. Lamentations of Feremiah, Chap. 


oe * 


In the Jeruſalem Talmud, ſecond Chap. of Trac 
Tahanit, the learned Rabby Aba reflects on 
this Text, in the following manner: Let us 
“lift up our heart with our hands unto Goos 
« in the Heavens.” - How is that poſſible ? 
Can any man place his heart on his hands? * 
What can therefore be the meaning of tze 
Prophet in this exhortation? It is no other than 
this, Let us equal our hearts with our hands, 
and then lift them up unto Gop in the Heavens, 


HE excellent doctrine of our Rabby, which 
explains the true meaning of the Holy Pro- 
het in his exhortation, of preſenting to our 
| reator, with fincerity, our hearts with our 
hands, will furniſh us with a proper ſubject for 
this ſolemn- Day, on which we are aſſembled. 
here, by command of His Majeſty our Gracious 


| King, to humble ourſelves with abſtinence and 
faſting in the preſence of e Gon, to im- 
Oo 


plore his Divine Aſſiſtance in behalf of His Majeſty's 
Arms, that he may obtain victory and ſucceſs over 
thoſe American Provinces, that have withdrawn 


their Allegiance and raiſed a Rebellion againſt 


their lawful Prince and the Conſtitution of this 
Kingdom, and alſo may vouchſafe, in his 
Divine Mercy, to incline the mind of thoſe delu- 
- ded" fellow ſubjects, that they may return to the 
obedience of — offended. 3 _ theſe 
Kingdoms may-again enjoy. the return of peace, 
— and tranquillity.— This is the purport 
of His Majeſty's Proclamation, which we are in 
duty bound to obſerve, not only as loyal ſubjects 
and true Iſraelites (whoſe. character 2 always 
been, in every place of their diſperſion, that of 
true and faithful ſubjects to their Sovereigns) 
but likewiſe as being conformant to what our 
Holy Law enjoins us. 1 8 


War is a ſcourge and puniſhment to mankind, 
let the cauſe be ever ſo juſt, not only in con- 
fideration of the great effuſion of human blood, 
_ Which is — ſpilt on ſuch an occaſion, but 
is likewiſe attended with other calamities, which 
dere, leſs comprehend every individual fub- 
je&; it cauſes the ruin of commerce, the loſs of 
| „the increaſe of taxes, and other duties 
that 


T4341 
that Government inflics, in order ta defray. the 
charges of the war; and in conſequence it ful 
lows, that all neceſſaries of life are enhanced 
in their price, ſo that every on ſuffers in a 
greater or a leſſer degree. — If eſe are calamities 
that are experienced in a foreign war, how much 
greater are thoſe attendant on a domeſtic or Civil 
war? Let the event end any way, the loſs and 
damage is ſure and certain, but the benefit yery 
precarious and uncertain ; for i 
experienge all, the horrors of hoſtility, w 
mecting with any of thoſe advantages that fq 
times are in a foreign war, Where, W 
loſt one way may he regained another; — . 4 
civil war, the whole gr. Empire if 
and its ſubjects feel the ns ther It i » 
like a large family compoſed of many broth s and 
2 wherein, en any quarrels ar animg- 
— lappen n them, it 7 out a gamage 

and injury to the whole ng f or even the vic- 
tors cannot help ſympathizing the loſs of thoſe un- 
happy individuals that fell in the guerra. We may, 
then affirm with e et a 0 — is the 
greateſt calamity wg cs FP 
is really a — ak The — 
pedieut is to apply to the Supreme gage, — 
implore his Divine Goodneſs, to diſpoſe the hearts 


of the inlurgents, that this unhappy war may ; he 
* ended, and that they may embrace 


m— 


the in- 
dulgence 


a civil es: we 


T4 3 
dulgence offered them by His Majeſty's Commiſſio- 
ners, which they have hithertorefuſed, andreturn to 
their duty. Our Prophet Jeremiah ſhewsus, in thoſe 
verſes preceding our text, that the only expedi- 
ent in time of trouble is to implore the Divine 
Mercy in our behalf, as it is an infallible truth, 
that = reat events are directed and brought 
about by be omnipotent hand of God, to puniſn 
and correct mankind.— Who is he that faith. 
& and it cometh to paſs, when the Lord com- 
„ mandeth it not? (Verſe 37) which means, 
Who will have the aſſurance to affirm, when any 
great changes happen, that they came to paſs 
without the order and decree of the Supreme 
Being ?—** Out of the mouth of the Moſt High 
*« proceedeth not evil and good? (Verſe 38) that 
is to ſay, Will any dare to aſſert that proſperity 
and adverſity do not proceed from God. 
« Wherefore does a living man complain, a man 
“ for the puniſhment of his fins?” (Verſe 39.) 
What room hath man to repine and complain 
under calamities, when they are inflicted on him 
oy the hand of God as a puniſhment for his ſins? 
The remedy is then, Let us ſearch and try our 
Mays, and turn again unto the Lord.” (Verſe 40.) 
Be convinced therefore, O mortals, of your obſti- 
nacy, and ſcrutinize your actions, reforming the 
evil thereof and return true penitents to the Mercy 
of the Lord, | N ned 


You 


: 
| 


Yow have here, dear Brethren, how the divine 
Miniſter teaches us to behave in time of trouble, — | 
and then proceeds to our Text: © Let us lift up 
© our hearts with our hands unto Gop' inthe 
Heavens. The expoſition thereof, ſhewing 
the intent of the Prophet, and deſcribing the 
manner of thus approaching the Lord, ſhall be the 
ſubject of this Sermon, to which I beg your uſuab "i 
indulgence and attention; but firſt I muſt invoke 

the Divine Help with the words of the moſt. 
devout Prince (Pſalm 119. verſe 58.) I en- 

« treated thy favor with my whole heart „be 
* merciful unto me, according to thy Word. 


11. 


Sincerity is a rincipal 3 in Reli * 

eſ pecial — in the, ſervice of prayer, — C 
ſupplication of pardon of our fins; for if we only \ 
pray with our mouth, if we content ourſelves: 
with a ſimple” articulation. of words, and our 
mind, or properly our hearts, are e and 
think on worldly objects, it is morally im poſſible 
we can promiſe ourſelves that ſuch prayers will 
be accepted. Obſerve how the Prophet Iſaiah 
complains that this was the prevalent ſin of that 
age; his words in Chap. 29. verſe 13. are 
«© Wherefore the Lord ſaid, Foraſmu 2 5 
mg 7 

C « with 
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« with their lips do honor me, but have re- 
« moved their heart far from me, and their fear 
% towards me is taught by the precept of men: 
« Verſe 14. Therefore, behold, I will proceed to 
0 do a marvellous work amongſt this people, even 
«© a marvellous work and a wonder; for the wiſ- 
© dom of their wiſe men ſhall periſh, and the 
« underſtanding of their prudent nen ſhall be 
% hid.” — The literal _— of this paſſage is, 

that ſince the people only affected an external 


* 


ſhew of Religion, appearing in the Divine Pre- 


ſence honoring and praiſing God with their mouth 
and lips, but their hearts hankering after the 
vanities of life, the fear they pretend to have of 
Gop is only an habitual-cuſtom, without impreſ- 
ſing their mind with that inward pain and af- 
fliction for their numerous fins. Therefore the 
Almighty to puniſh their inſenſibility will with- 
draw his protection and aſſiſtance from them; and 
then the wiſdom of their wiſe men and governors 
ſhall become uſeleſs and entirely of no ſeryice to 
the welfare of the people: To avoid ſtumbling on 

ſuch a block, which Iſaiah reproves, our Text 
teaches us in what manner to approach the Lord: 
Let us lift up our hearts with our hands” 
when we pray to the Almighty ; let the heart join 
with the mouth; let our mind be conformant to 
the motion of our hands, when employed in this 
ſervice, conſidering that we then commune with 
the great Gop of the Heavens, 


But 


*. % Þ 
__ 


But if the intent of the Prophet in our Text 
was only to recommend to us ſincerity of heart, 
when we pray to the Almighty, 1 might have 
expreſſed his mind in fewer words: Let us lift 
* up our hearts to Gop in the Heavens” would 
have been ſufficient, without mentioning the 
hands; to what purpoſe then are they named in 
the ſervice of prayer? — This remark, I think, is 
comprehended in that made by our learned R. Ba, 
in his ſentence which preceded our introduction : 
«« How is it poſſible (ſays the Rabby) to perform 
this injunction? Can any man place his 8 on 
his hands? What can be therefore the intent of 
the Prophet in introducing the hands in the 
ſervice of prayer? The meaning is chiefly this: 
The heart is very frequently mentioned in Serip- 
ture in a figurative ſenſe, — the mind and 
underſtanding.” The meaning of our Text is, that 
we muſt employ our mind or heart, before we 

ray, to inſpe&t and examine the actions of our 
— for if we even pray with ſincerity of heart, 
and do not cleanſe or purify our hands of thoſe ſins 
and wicked deeds they have committed, our prayers 
will not be accepted. Behold again the Prophet 
Iſaiah declare this truth in Chap. 1. verſe 15. 
« And when ye ſpread forth your hands, I wu 

| 4 15 
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« hide mine eyes from you; yea, when ye make 
many prayers, I will not hear; your hands are 
% fall of blood.” Obſerve» the expreflions, 
yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not 
% hear,” which were made to convince us, that 
though our ſupplications ſhould be many and re- 
peatedly offered to the Lord, he will not regard 
them, while our hands are full of oppreſſions and 
violences; till theſe are reformed, till the acts 
of our hands are pure and virtuous, our prayers 
cannot obtain their deſired effect: Therefore 
the holy Miniſter proceeds in verſes 16, 17. 
« Waſh ye, make ye clean; put away the evil 
«. of your doings from before mine eyes; ceaſe to 
«. do evil, learn to do well; ſeek judgment, 
_ ©. relieve the oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs, 
<«- plead for the widow.” The incomparable 
advice of the Prophet here mentioned is, in ſhort, 
recommending us to a total reformation of our 
evil actions, and a ſteady obſervance of the moſt 
important moral duties, ſuch as doing juſtice, 
9 charity with the widow and father- 
leſs ;_ and the ſame, I conceive; is the doctrine f 
our learned Rabby, in his ſentence, which con- 
eludes, ſaying, Let us equal our hands (i. e. our 
actions) with the ſincerity of our heart, and then 
lift them up jointly in prayer unto Gop in the 
Heavens, which is in fact the true meaning 
of our Text: Let us lift up our heart with our 
hands unto Gop in the Heavens,” — 


| | We 


— \caquire 2 122 — Tex, 
wh ence e lifting up the 
hands in the time of prayer? What 4 can 
be aſſigned for the recommendation of that ce- 


— Examining the Holy Writ we find, 


that three pious men made uſe of this, expedient 
when” they, prayed; firſt was the great Prophet 
Moſes when he interceded for Pharaoh, King of 
Egypt, that the grievous plague of the hail and 


thunder might ceaſe: The Scripture tells us in 


Exodus, Chap. 9. verſe 33. And Moſes went 
* gut of the city from Pharaoh, and ſpread abroad 
his hands unto the Lord ; and the thunder and 
<< hail ceaſed;\and the rain was not poured u 

* the earth. That wiſe Monarch when 


he dedicated the holy Temple to the ſervice of the 


Lord, in preſence of all his people, which-was the 
moſt glorious day of his reign, made that famous 
prayer related in Chap 
Kings: The ſacred Hiſtorian in verſe 22 ſays, And 
© Solomon ſtood before the altar of the Lord, in 
the preſence of all the congregation of Iſrael, 
and ſpread forth his hands towards Heaven.” 
The pious Ezra, that juſt Ruler of Iſrael, who 


went up with them from Babylon to Paleſtine, to 


rebuild the holy Temple in Chap. 9. of his book, 


which treats of the ſins — the people at that period, 
D ſuch 


PR * © — 
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. 8. of the firſt Book of 


{ © 1 
ſuch as the marriages which many Ifraclites had 
contracted with women who were idolaters, 
contrary to the expreſs command of the Law, 
this good man, expreſſes himſelf in verſe 5. as 
follows :** 'And-at the evening ſaerifice Farofe up 


from my © heavineſs5®* and having rent my 
*g urment, and my mantle, I fell upon my knees, 
a ſpread out my hands unto the Lord 
% my God,” &c.— I have not met amengſt the 
learned expounders of the Bible a ſatisfactory 
reaſon why theſe three eminent and juſt men 
performed this ceremony; only the learned R. 
David Kimhy, in his comment on the book of 
. Palms, ſays, it is a mark of humility and 
meekneſs, in the perſon that is making a prayer, 
to put himſelf in the poſture of a pauper that 
eraves a charity, holding forth his hands for that 
purpoſe. 1 reſpec the doctrine as the opinion of 
ſuch a learned commentator, but would offer an 
humble idea of mine, which I am emboldened to 
do, as it conveys to our mind a very motal tenet: 
The hands are the indexes of mens actions, they 
are the limbs, or inſtruments, with which man- 
kind effect their operations; therefore when the; 

approach the Divine Preſence, to. implore an 
aſſiſtance or help from the Supreme Being, the 
lifting up their hands, open and ſpread forth in 
a ſuſpended and inactive poſture, indicates, that 
Ty " | . In Hebrew vr from my faſting.” huge 
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me petitioner acknowledges and declares he has 
not any confidenee on his o ſtrengthand power, 
knowing them to be weak, and can avail very 
little; but his hole truſt and hope is fixed on 
the omnipotent Creator, confeſſing, that as a poor 
mortal deſtitute, of all power, he implores and 
craves the help of the Almighty; God. If .we 
conſider, the caſe in this light, We, ſhall find our 
thoughts appear very conſpicuouſly in thoſe three 
juſt men above- mentioned; for as they greatly 
exceeded other men in merit and the true know- - 
ledge of God's infinite power, his divine goodneſs, 
mercy, benevolence, and other attributes of his 
greatneſs, it became them the more to ſhew their 
weakneſs and incapacity to obtain their defire 
but by Divine Aſſiſtance. Let us return to the 
hiſtory of thoſe eminent and , ſingular men: 
"Moſes, who was the ſuperior and the greateſt of 
all the Prophets, by whoſe hands many wonder- 
ful miracles were wrought in Egypt, and in par- 
ticular that of the hail (Exodus Chap. . verſe 23.) 
„% And Moſes ſtretched forth his rod toward 
« Heaven, and the Lord ſent thunder and hail, 
*« and the fire ran along upon the ground; and 
* the Lord rained hail upon the land of Egypt.” 
Now that- Pharaoh had relented, and the time was 
come, that the | puniſhment ſhould ceaſe, the 
Prophet did not think himſelf worthy of ſtopping 
the plague by his authority, but only by OW 
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of a prayer, with the ceremony of ſtretching forth 
his hands towards Heaven, intimating, O ſupreme 
and eternal God, my power and merits are very 
weak and uſeleſs, if you with-hold from me your 
affiſtance ; for though I have hitherto been an 
inſtrument of ing wonderful miracles for 
the puniſhment of the impious tyrant Pharaoh, it 
was only Fore cat power and pleaſure that gave 
my arm ſtrength to effect them; therefore I en- 
treat you, in a total ſuſpence of action, to be 
pleaſed to ſtop this plague, for the glory of 
thy name, that the Idolater may be convinced 
of your „knowledge and will, which are 
the attributes with which you govern the world 
you created. This prayer God inſtantly granted. 
Solomon, the wiſeſt of men, and the moſt mag- 
nificent Monarch, having built that ſumptuous 
and = Temple that was the wonder of the 
world, when he obtained the happineſs of be- 
holding the glory of the Lord fill that holy 
building, on the day of its dedication, impreſſed 
with zeal and gratitude, he made that famous 
Prayer to the Lord, for a continuation -of his 
divine protection and grace, and that in a kneeling 

and moſt humble poſture, with his hands ſtretch- 
ed forth towards the Heavens, expreſſing the 
ſame ſentiments of Moſes. What avails my 
knowledge ! (this wife Prince conſidered) What 
is my power, or all my grandeur, if you, O 


benign 


1 


benign and eternal Gop, do not aſſiſt me; though 
I have given the chief directions and orders for 
the erection of this ſumptuous building, it was 
thy merciful help that enabled me to complete 
the work, and therefore in this proſtrate poſition 
of inactivity I moſt humbly crave your favour, 
acknowledging my inability.—And laſtly, Ezra, 
when the elders of the people requeſted him to 
endeavour to reform the nation from their great 
ſins.— Though Ezra was the moſt eminent per- 
ſon of that age in virtue, wiſdom, and holineſs, 
{til}, being very diffident of himſelf, he humbled 
himſelf with faſting, rent his garments, and with 
the greateſt humility made his prayer, with his 
hands ſtretched forth to Heaven, expreſſing his 
inability for that great work, if the Almighty did 
not enſure him facceſs: If ſuch great men as 
Moſes, Solomon and Ezra, conſider themſelves 
deficient of power and merits, what muſt we think, 
that are ſo much beneath them, when we pray! 
Our Text teaches us, Let us lift up our heart 
with our hands to the all-powerful Gop of the 
Heavens; let us truly acknowledge, that our might 
and virtues are inſufficient to obtain ſucceſs, and 
be free from our calamities, without the ſuccour, 
help and affiſtance, of the Supreme Gop who re- 
Iides in the Heavens. - 
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We muſt ſtill make another obſervation on 
our Text, remarking, the Hebrew Verb dez, 
which means to raiſe or exalt, as we have already: 

explained it; for, if, according, to our premiſed. 
doctrine, a good prayer, conſiſts in being ſaid 
with ſincerity,, and a broken heart, ſorrowing for 
our paſt fins, and;a firm reſolution to endeavour a 
tota "Ay eg — * — hts — — 
reflecting that all our help an = ineſs de | 
on 6, , Wat ak are we G . e the yu 
ing of the Prophet in telling us to. raiſe or exalt. 
our. hearts, which, ſeems, to indicate pride and. 
haughtineſs ? if this is aſſerted, it is contrary to 
our tenet, that only with. humility. of heart we 
can expect a good iflue of our prayers: But, upon, 
due conſideration, we ſhall find, there is no impro 
_ priety in raiſing our heart to Gop with the hu- 
_ mility and broken mind that muſt, precede the 
F tee eag to obſerve, all the deſites and vio- 
ent paſſions that man has. for the , dalights and. 
pleaſures of the world proceed from his heart; 
therefore if a man does not govern, himſelf with. 
reaſon to regulate thoſe, deſires, and - reſtrain his 
paſſions, or to ſpeak. with. more propriety, if an. 
Iſraelite does not make the Sacred Law, which is 
the Word of Gop, as a lamp to his feet, and a 
light to his path, he will moſt certainly fall into 
the 
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the moſt extravagant exceſſes, plungin himſelf 
into the greateſt vices and terreſtial vanities, till 
his heart is entirely cleaved. to this world in 
oppoſition to Gop's- Commandments: And thus, 
the poor miſerable ſinner is ſeparated and parted 
from. Gop; but if happily he ſhould wake from 
his lethargy, and ſeek reformation of his actions, 
endeavouring to obtain pardon for his ſins through 
the Divine Mercy, by means of penitence and 
prayer, at the time that he renteth his heart With 
inward pain and ſorrow for the crimes he com- 
mitted, he muſt alſo raiſe and lift it up from the 
earth of his ſins to the heavens of grace and ex- 
piation; he muſt raiſe and exalt it from the 5 
defilement of vice to the purity of virtue and con- 
tinence, which is clear and celeſtial, taking a 
firm reſolution not to relapſe into his former ex, 
travagancies; if he does ſo, he may promiſe himſelf 
ſucceſs in the acceptance of his prayers, and the 
heavenly grant of pardon for his ſins. Let us then, 
dear Brethren; raiſe our hearts with our hands; 
let us lift them up from the duſt” and earthly 

vices of our ſins; let us lift up ourſelves above 
luxury, avarice, wrath, revenge, and: envy; 
and finally above all ſenſual and carnal deſires, 
raiſing our thoughts, deſires, and intentions, tor 
that Supreme Go that reſides in the Heavens. — 
L muſt yet carry farther this idea; let us lift up our 
hearts, ſhewing a pure zeal for the honour Oy” 

0D, 
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relates, in C 
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Gop of Heavens, not confine our attention and 


reſentment only to thoſe injuries we receive from 
our neighbours, diſregarding with indifference 
thoſe that publickly commit the greateſt fins, and 


moſt heinous crimes, contrary to the honour of 


God, and in defiance of his Holy Law; but our 


chief aim and deſire be to raiſe our hearts, with 


our hands, favouring and rewarding thoſe that are 
good and juſt, in order to promote and encourage 
virtue, puniſhing and withdrawing ourſelves from 


thoſe wicked finners that ſcandalize the name of 


Gor; the proceeding in this manner is perform- 
ing the recommendation of our Text: Let 


eus lift up our heart with our hands unto Gop in 


*the Heavens.” 
VI. 


The doctrine we laid down in our laſt obſer- 
vation is plainly confirmed by the Scripture in 
the eee hiſtory : The Book of Judges 

apters 19, 20, and 21. one of the 
moſt horrible paſſages that ever happened to the 


Ifraelites, which was occaſioned by a young 


Levite of Mount Ephraim, who had contracted 
a connexion with a woman of Bethlehem- Judah, 
but for ſome diſguſt ſhe eloped from him, and re- 
tired to her father's houſe, where ſhe dwelled four 
months; when her huſband went to ſeek her to 


return 
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return to him, he was entertained by her father for 
four days; on the fifth day he reſolved to return 

home now that day being far ſpent, the father deſired 
him to tarry the following night, and depart next 
morning, but the Levite would not ſtay any 

longer; ſo he ſet out with his wife and ſervant, 

and night came on, when they were near a city, 

whoſe inhabitants were Jebuſites, idolaters; for 

which reaſon he would not enter therein; but 

proceeded farther to Gibha, a city belonging to 
the tribe of Benjamin, where he expected to find 
a lodging for that night, but was deceived; for 

not one of the 22 had the kindneſs to. 
take him in; ſo he remained ſtanding in the pub- 

lick ftreet till an elderly man, a native of Mount 
Ephraim, who at that time was an inhabitant of 
Gibha, carried him into his houſe ; but the wick - 
edneſs of the Benjaminites of that city was ſo great, 
that a number of them that night ſurrounded the 
houſe, knocking at the door with great violence, 
pretending the Levite ſhould be delivered to them 
for a wicked. purpoſe ; the m remoniſtrances. 
the old man made to diſſuade them from their - A 
praved deſign availed nothing; ſo he was obli 
to deliver them his daughter, a damſel, and a 
the Levite's wife, whom they infamouſly abuſed 
the whole night; and on the morrow, when ſhe 
returned to the houſe where her huſband was; ſhe 
fell at the door, quite ſpent and tired to death and 
e door was opened, ſhe was found by. er 


and. 


* 
, 
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huſband quite dead; he then took her corpſe on 
the aſs he had with him, and returned to his own n 
houſe, when he divided the dead body into twelve 
pieces, ſending them to all the tribes of Iirael ; 
all the heads whereof were greatlyalarmed at ſucha 

roceeding ;- and there aſſembled at Mizpah four 
nd thouſand men, where the Levite related 
all the particulars of his grievance ; ſo the Iſrael- 
ites reſolved unanimouſly to puniſh ſuch an enor- 
mous wickedneſs; they therefore ſent Embaſſa- 
dors to the tribe of Benjamin, requeſting them to 


deliver up the guilty malefactors, that they might 


ſuffer a condign puniſhment due to their crimes, 
and that ſuch wickedneſs ſhould be removed from 
Iſrael; but the Benjaminites refuſed to comply 


with the juſt demands of their brethren, and 


made preparations of war, aſſembling an army of 
fix and twenty thouſand men. The Iſraelites, 
greatly offended at ſuch perfidy, proceeded, as re- 
ated; in Chap, 20. Verſe 18. And the Children 
« of Iſrael aroſe, and went up to the houſe of God, 
* and-aſked council of God, and ſaid, Which of 
< us ſhall go up firit to the battle againſt the 
children of Benjamin? And the Lord ſaid, Ju- 
4% dah' ſhall go up firſt? They went accord- 


ingly to the battle; and though the Iſraelites 


were more numerous than the Benjaminites, and 
had gone to the war with God's conſent, they were 


dom 
_ worlited with the loſs of - twenty-two thouſand 


N 
men, 


| [ 
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they then reinforced their army, went 
| tay | out 


. 
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out a ſecond time, and on that day alſo were 
repulſed with the loſs of eighteen thouſand men 
this is the relation of this hiſtory, which really 
cauſes great admiration. How do you, O righte- 
ous — omnipotent Judge, ſuffer ſuch an affair, 
that eleven tribes of Iſrael, joined againſt one, 
fighting in ſuch a juſt cauſe, to clear their coun- 
try from murderers and wicked ſinners, ſhould be 
routed, and loſe forty thouſand men ! and the Ben- 
jaminites, a wicked people, deſtitute of charity, 
abettors of the moſt heinous crimes, ſhould obtain 
two ſuch great victories | What reaſon can be aſ- 
ſigned for ſuch an event, ſo repugnant and con- 
trary to all ſenſe, equity, and juſtice ? Our 
learned Rabbies ſolve this great and formidable 
remark in Trac Sanhedrim, fol. 103, in a very 
ſhort and conciſe ſentence ; they ſuppoſe God 
had ſaid, . Ye Iſraelites - were very negligent in 

not ſhewing any zeal for my honour; but very 
ready to avenge your own honour,” Obſerve, 
dear brethren, the veracity of this idea, and what 
juſt cauſe the Almighty had to be offended with 
the Iſraelites, whoſe great zeal in this war againſt 
the Benjaminites,for the grievance done to the Le- 
vite, was more a perſonal pique taken at the re- 
fuſal of their delivering up the criminals at their 


order and peremptory requeſt, than zeal for the 


honour of God, on the Benjaminites having 
tranſgreſſed the holy precept ; for had this been 


the caſe, and their guided by a moe motive, 85 


( of ] 
bow comes it, that in that great aſſembly, there 
was not a fingle perſon that ſhould have moved 
them, ſaying, What are you about, Iſraelites? Do 
you pretend to punith the crimes of the Benjamin- 
ites before you reform your own? How do you 
connive at the moſt. impious idolatry, which is 
- pablickly committed among you by that wicked 
Micah , who erected an idol, which he adored 
with the moſt heinous ſuperſtition ; and from him 
it was conveyed to the tribe of Dan, and by the 
whole tribe it was conſtantly ſerved with ſacrifices, 
at the very time that at Shiloh there was the 
temple of the true God dedicated to his divine 
ſervice ! And they ſet them ap Micak's graven 
image, which he made, all the time that the 
* houſe of God was in Shiloh: Judges, Chap. 
18. Verſe 31. At which impiety none was alarm- 
83 ed, nor propoſed to puniſh ſuch wickedneſs, 
| though the greateſt fin whatſoever ; this ſhews 
very plainly, That they were very ready to 
1 avenge their own honour, but negligent in ma- 
. eng any zeal for God's honour.” We will 
Ferry this thought till farther; when they re- 
fſolved to make war with the Benjaminites, and 
conſulted the divine Oracle for that purpoſe, they a 
did not enquire if the undertaking was juſt in 
the eyes of God, but only, Which of us ſhall 
o firſt to the battle againſt. the children of * © 


1 * 


* Benjamih??” Judges, Chap. 20. Verſe 18. There- 
fore, fitice'they only wanted to know who ſhould 
vic" | lead 
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1cad the army, without troubling themſelves to 
know if the Lord approved their reſolution; the 
Almighty only anſwered, Judah ſhall go up firſt, 
but did not reveal to them the ſucceſs: And even 
when they went out to the battle, they omitted a 
very eſſential duty, which was the offering the 
Benjaminites terms of peace, before the proceed: 
to make uſe of their arms, which is an expreſs 
command of Gon, in Deuteronomy, Chap. 20. 
Verſe 10. When thou comeſt nigh unto-a-city 
*« to fight againſt it, then proclaim. peace unto it,” 
Their having neglected this moral duty, which: 
ve are bound to exert, even with Pagans and ĩdo- 
laters, much more with brethren, is à plain fign 
that they did not act by divine zeal, but only in 
revenge for offences committed againſt them. 
There is no wonder then, why they met with ſuch 
great loſſes in the two firſt battles; but hen they 
were convinced of their abſurdities, as in reality 
they had more juſtice on their fide than the child | 
ren of Benjamin, they afterwards obtained a com 
plete victory; obſerve the event expreſſed in tie 
following texts, Judges, Chap. 20. Verſes 26,27,28;” 


# 


„ ple went up, and came unto the ouſe of « OP» 
© and wept, and fat there before the Lord, and 

"S | * faſted. that day until even, and, offered burn 

« | -* © offerings and peace-offerings befote the Lor 


„Ind the children of. Iiracl enquired, of the 
ed. (foe M eee e Af BNP 
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Fa 
«« there in thoſe days, and Phinehas, the ſon of 


« battle againſt the children of Benjamin, m 

* brother, or ſhall I ceaſe? And the Lord ſaid, 
« Go up; for to-morrow I will deliver them into 
„ thine hand.” So that after the two unhappy 
engagements, all the Iſraelites and all the people 


went up to the houſe of Gop; this double ex- 


preſſion denotes, that on this occaſion there met 
the chiefeſt men, as well as the Plebeans; for in 
ſuch a general by of being under Gop's 
diſpleaſure, all are equally concerned; they wept, 
and fat; there in God's preſence, and faſted that 
day till the evening: Their tears were ſhed as a 


ſign of their affliction for their late loſs; the faſt 
they made was to humble themſelves, and by 
that means to obtain expiation of their fins; | 


they offered burnt-offerings as an atonement 


for their haughtineſs, in reſolving ſo haſtily, 


without Gop's previous conſent. Then followed 
peace-offerings, denoting they were willingly diſ- 
poſed to reconcile themſelves with their brother 
enemy, if that was the will of Gop; fo they con- 
ſulted the Lord, as they had the Ark of the Co- 
venant, and the prieſt that miniſtered that day 
was Phinehas, who was famed for zeal for the true 
honour of Gop; therefore their enquiry on this 
day was very pertinent, and Gop's anſwer vers 


clear and plain; obſerve what they ſay, # Shall T 


ET 


* 


Eleazar, the ſon of Aaron, ſtood before it in 
* thoſe days) ſaying, Shall I yet again go out to 
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« yet again go out to battle againſt the children 
of Benjamin, niy brother, or ſhall I ceaſe?” 


Though I ſhould remain with the ignominy of be- 


ing twice worſted and routed by a cruel brother, 
ſo much inferior in ſtrength, ſtill, if it is thy di- 
vine pleaſure that I ſhould give up the cauſe, I re- 
ſign myſelf to thy will; for though hitherto I have 
failed in the duty of regarding the glory of thy 


name, I have repented of my fin: To which theAIl- 
mighty was pleaſed to anſwer, © Go up to the 


66 


the wicked Benjaminites for their cruelty; which 


ſo happened in the third battle, as is related in 


the concluſion of the hiſtory. 4 


All that I pretend to deduce from the above ex- 


traordinary paſſage is only a corroborating proof for 


the recommendation of our text; as the ſuc- 
ceſs the Iſraelites experienced in the beginning of 
the war with the Benjaminites was not becauſe + 
they had not juſtice on their ſide, and in truth no 
excuſe or extenuation can be alledged to palliate . 
the rebellion of the Benjaminites, for they pro- 


tected and encouraged the worſt of iniquities, for 


which they were ſeverely puniſhed in the ſequel * 
- ; — ut 


* 
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attle; for to-morrow I will deliver them 
„ into thine hand; for the victories they ob- 
. tained hitherto were not becauſe I upheld their 
injuſtice or tyranny, but as a ſcourge to bring 
you Iſraelites to a ſenſe of your errors; and, as 
now that end is obtained, I will ſeverely' puniſh ' 
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